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SSNO Briefing Document 
 
The Scheme to Support National Organisations in the Community and 
Voluntary Sector (SSNO) funding has played a pivotal role in building the 
mainstreaming community infrastructure which the thousands of people 
with disabilities and families need and now rely on. At the end of June 
2014, 23 disability and caring focussed groups were informed that the 
funding that they received through SSNO had been ceased. The 
withdrawal of this funding was a devastating blow for the sector and 
highlights the lack of any meaningful understanding from Government of 
the challenges facing people with disabilities.  
 
These grants were used to finance essential services in the community, 
including family support work, primary and acute health services, advocacy 
services, national help-lines, early intervention services and information 
provision.  These services all remain vital in enabling people with 
disabilities and their families to live with security, flexibility and well-being 
in their own communities, but the withdrawal of funding to the 
organisations who provide them immediately places each of them in 
jeopardy.   
 
Following extensive lobbying by the organisations, a bridging scheme was 
put in place until June 2015. The Disability Federation of Ireland (DFI) and 
the Neurological Alliance of Ireland (NAI) are calling for an extension of the 
current bridging scheme to the end of the funding period (December 
2016), along with a commitment to implement a disability inclusion 
funding scheme commencing January 2017. 
 
Department of Environment officials stated at the end of January 2015 
that organisations can expect decisions or outcomes by the end of March 
2015. This represents 
three quarters of the 
Bridging period which 
expires at the end of 
June 2015. 
 

Impact of withdrawal of SSNO funding 
Potential job losses – 8 Full Time and 11 Part Time 
2 organisations may close  
Over €2 million taken from disability organisations 
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The organisations involved have raised a number of concerns about how 
the funding has been administered: 
 
1. The assessment process was discriminatory in relation to these 23 

organisations 
2. The assessment process was at odds with Government policy of 

disability mainstreaming 
 

 10 of the 20 organisations received feedback from Pobal that the target 
group outlined in the application was not a disadvantaged group. There 
is a lot of evidence that people with disabilities are at a higher risk of 
poverty, and survive on the lowest annual average disposable income 
than other socio-economic groups.  

 7 of 20 organisations received feedback that in their opinion they 
would be better funded by their Lead Department (4 organisations had 
the HSE specifically mentioned). This goes against Government policy of 
mainstreaming. The National Disability Strategy calls for cross 
departmental cooperation and understanding, and this decision 
demonstrates that this is not happening. 

 6 of 20 organisations were informed that both target group outlined in 
the application does not represent disadvantage and they would be 
better funded by Lead Department. 
 

There are a number of organisations who successfully achieved funding 
under the SSNO new round that could equally be excluded if the argument 
was made that other Departments should fund them. The criteria used to 
exclude the 23 organisations is not consistent. 
 
3. The organisations affected do not, at this time, have any confidence in 

the ability of the Department to administer the process properly 
 
At meetings with the Department of Environment officials, they have 
consistently supported the selection criteria and the process implemented 
on their behalf by Pobal. In January 2015, they described the process as 
transparent and robust. Trust in the process has been further damaged by 
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the number of reviews and appeals that the organisations have been 
subjected to. Organisations have: 

 Made submissions to the Pobal internal review of the administration of 
the scheme which is currently with the Minister. There is no feedback 
as to the status of this review. 

 Submitted appeals in relation to their original applications for funding 
in July 2104 and despite being informed by Pobal that the appeal 
reviews were completed and with the Minister in early October 2014 
no feedback on these has been received since. 

 Responded to the Draft Terms of Reference for the review of the 
scheme by the Department 

 Made a further submission with regard to their vital work under the 
scheme  

 

CASE EXAMPLE: Impact of SSNO on Neurological Organisations 

 Almost half of the organisations affected by the SSNO funding decisions (12 of 
23 organisations) are providing critical frontline services and supports to the 
over 700,000 Irish people affected by neurological conditions such as stroke, 
dementia, multiple sclerosis and acquired brain injury 

 All of the neurological organisations that applied for funding under the scheme 
were turned down 

 The loss of funding under this scheme represents the loss of over €600,000 to 
already struggling and underfunded neurological care services in this country 

 At the time of writing, the charities affected have no choice but to put 
experienced and committed staff on protective notice 

 Organisations have to explain to vulnerable neurological people with 
neurological conditions and their families that, once again, they face the loss of 
critical services such as counselling, helpline support and home supports to 
enable people to stay out of hospital and in their own community 
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DFI/NAI Member Organisations affected by SSNO cut 
 

Asthma Society of Ireland Migraine Association of Ireland 

Dyslexia Association of Ireland Acquired Brain Injury Ireland 

Neurological Alliance of Ireland Huntington’s Disease Association 

Post-Polio Support Group Irish Stammering Association 

Spina Bifida Hydrocephalus Ireland Disability Federation of Ireland 

Arthritis Ireland The Carers Association 

GROW Irish Motor Neuron Disease Association 

Alzheimer Society of Ireland Muscular Dystrophy Ireland 

Irish Deaf Society Irish Heart Foundation 

MS Society of Ireland Aspire 

Chronic Pain Ireland Genetic and Rare Disorders Organisation 

Centre for Independent Living 
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