
Pre Budget Submission 2014

In the year when Ireland hosted European Month of the Brain, the NAI’s pre budget submission calls on the 
Government to protect people with neurological conditions from the cumulative effects of a series of budgets which 
have steadily eroded the services and supports available to them and their families. 

The Neurological Alliance of Ireland (NAI) is the national umbrella body representing over thirty not for profit 
organisations working with people with neurological conditions and their families. Our vision is for a society where 
people with neurological conditions can attain a high quality of life and where the supports and services are in place 
to enable them to achieve this. The NAI supports its members in their direct work with people with neurological 
conditions and their families, engages in ongoing monitoring and development of policy that impacts on people with 
neurological conditions and in promoting greater awareness of neurological conditions. 

Our legitimacy derives from our membership base which includes virtually all the disease/disability-specific 
organisations currently providing services to people with neurological conditions in Ireland. Our membership 
comprises regional and national organisations, both large and small. 

Over 700,000 Irish people are living with a neurological condition. The challenge of neurological disease was 
recognised by the Irish Government in May of this year, when they hosted a Europe wide conference “Healthy 
Brain Healthy Europe” in partnership with the EU Commission as part of events for the Irish Presidency of the EU. 
Speaking at this event, Minister James Reilly noted that “the challenge of diagnosing, treating and caring for those 
affected by brain disorders is daunting”. He pointed to the commitment of the Irish Government, along with other 
EU countries, to the development of co-ordinated brain research but also healthcare strategies for brain conditions 
across Europe. 

The Neurological Alliance of Ireland calls on the government to recognise this commitment in establishing its 
priorities for the upcoming budget. 

A 2012 nationwide survey by the NAI found that one third of carers of people with neurological conditions were 
significantly impacted by cutbacks and 30% reported a significant impact on the person they cared for. The NAI is 
calling for a halt to a year on year succession of cutbacks that are continually eroding services and supports for 
people with neurological conditions and their families. 

Protecting thoSe Living with a neuroLogicaL condition in ireLand

 introduction



1.  coSt of MedicaL care
Increases in the past number of years in the cost of medical care continue to impact significantly on people 
with neurological conditions. The €1.50 prescription charge and the double prescription charge (for medical 
card holders where a single prescribed item is required to be dispensed in different strengths or containers 
and therefore claimed as more than one item) as well as increases in the threshold of the drug payment 
scheme the threshold has increased by 44% since 2010). People with neurological conditions can incur 
significant expenditure as a result of their condition and many do not have access to a medical card. The 
NAI is aware of increasing difficulty in obtaining and retaining medical cards for people with neurological 
conditions, including rapidly progressive terminal conditions such as motor neurone disease. Denying or 
withdrawing medical cards to these individuals is counterproductive, resulting in increased admission to 
hospital and longer hospital stays for people who cannot access the supports they need in the community. 

recoMMendation
the nai is calling on the government to abolish these charges which impact disproportionately 
on the most dependent in our society and have been demonstrated to be counterproductive in 
the management of chronic health conditions and address the current situation in relation to 
medical card applications for those with disabling neurological conditions. 

2.  cutS to tranSPort ServiceS
NAI is aware of a significant impact on people with disabling neurological conditions of cuts to transport 
to hospitals, day care facilities etc which effectively remove access to these services for those who need 
them. This will continue to have a progressively disabling impact on those with neurological conditions, 
particularly those requiring access to rehabilitation and day services. 

recoMMendation
the nai is calling for the reversal of these cuts which have a counterproductive effect on the 
health and independence of people with neurological conditions. 

3.  coSt Saving action on deMentia
The publication and implementation of the National Dementia Strategy represents a vital opportunity for 
this Government to demonstrate its commitment to addressing a debilitating condition affecting many 
individuals with neurological conditions. 

recoMMendation
The NAI supports the Alzheimer Society of Ireland call in their pre budget submission for an 
implementation plan for this strategy with clearly defined leadership and lines of accountability. The 
Alzheimer Society also outlines the need to have, as core elements of the strategy, timely diagnosis and 
cost effective post-diagnostic early interventions. If the average length of stay for people with dementia 
in acute hospitals was reduced from 46 days (by half), this would save around €10 million per annum. If 
the number of people with dementia in residential long-stay care was reduced by only 10%, this would 
be a saving of over €73 million per annum. Early intervention programmes which may reduce falls and 
incidents in the home could potentially reduce Accident and Emergency admissions, which account for 
the largest proportion of outpatient care in dementia patients (€2.6 million per annum).

4.  PerSonaL aSSiStance ServiceS
Personal assistance services represent an essential support for people with neurological conditions, 
helping people to remain in employment, engage in training and live independent lives in their 
communities. There is currently a growing waiting list for personal assistant hours following a series of 
cuts in recent years. 

recoMMendation
The NAI are calling on the Government to be cognisant of the cost saving benefits of supporting the 
person with a neurological condition in the home as opposed to residential or emergency settings. There 
should be no further cuts to personal assistance services and hours available should be increased to 
cope with demand. 

heaLthcare chargeS and cutS



1. Protecting the BaSic Standard of Living for PeoPLe with diSaBiLitieS

recoMMendation
the nai welcomes the recent statement of Minister Joan Burton at her department’s pre 
budget forum on the importance of protecting core weekly welfare payments. however, in an 
environment of increasing cost of living for people with disabilities (healthcare costs, property 
tax, household charge), it should be recognised that these core payments are increasingly 
insufficient to protect the basic standard of living for people with disabilities. 

2.  reSPite care grant

The 19% cut to the respite care grant in 2013 impacted severely on carers of people with neurological 
conditions. 

recoMMendation
the nai calls on the government to reverse this cut in recognition of the critical importance 
of this payment to unpaid carers. 

3.  carerS aLLowance

Carers and half rate carers allowances are critical support for carers of people with neurological 
conditions.

recoMMendation
the nai strongly recommends that carers and half rate carers allowances are retained at 
their full value. 

A 2011 nationwide survey by the NAI showed that 50% of people with a neurological condition list a 
not for profit organisation as their main provider of services and supports. Not for profit neurological 
organisations have been impacted by cumulative cuts of up to 15% of their funding in recent years, 
resulting in the need to curtail or close essential helpline, home support and respite services. 
This will be the fifth successive year of funding cuts to disability organisations and it is having a 
devastating impact on services for people with neurological conditions and their families. A 2013 in depth 
research study of fifteen voluntary disability organisations by the Not for Profit Business Association and 
the Disability Federation found that all opportunities for cost cutting in this sector had been exhausted 
and cuts were increasingly impacting on core services and supports. 

recoMMendation
the nai is calling for the following actions in the forthcoming budget to protect essential 
services provided by the not for profit sector:

● continuation of the funding Scheme by the department of the environment to Support  
 national voluntary organisations

● Protecting hSe funding for disability services which have seen successive cuts each year  
 since 2008

SociaL Protection PaYMentS

not for Profit Service ProviderS



1. reverSe cutS to houSing adaPtation grant

Housing adaptations are essential to those disabled as a result of their neurological condition. 

recoMMendation
the nai recommends that the government reverses the 38% cut imposed on the home 
adaptation grant this year. once again, this is counterproductive in terms of keeping people 
living at home and in their own communities for as long as possible. 

The recently published  legislation on assisted decision making is a much needed and welcome 
development for people with neurological conditions and their families. It is imperative that people with 
neurological conditions and their families receive appropriate supports, including advocacy services, to 
enable them to engage in assisted decision making under this legislation. 

recoMMendation
the nai is calling on the government to ensure that the necessary resources to support 
implementation are put in place. 

1. SPeciaL needS aSSiStance

Feedback from NAI member organisations indicates a significant impact of the year on year cuts to 
support hours on children with neurological disability. Many children are sharing a special needs assistant 
even though they may have a high demand for individual attention and support. 

recoMMendation
the nai is calling on the government to increase the number of support hours for children 
with special educational needs in line with the current demand. the recent decision to 
maintain supports at current levels does not take into account the level of demand and 
represents a de facto cut in services available. 

2. Pre SchooL education

NAI are aware of a number of individual cases of children with complex care needs who cannot avail of 
their ECCE entitlement as the necessary supports to enable them to take up their space are not available. 
This effectively means that these children do not have access to the same level of pre school entitlement 
as other children. 

recoMMendation
the nai is calling on the government to address this situation by putting the necessary 
supports in place to ensure equitable access to pre school education. 

3. acceSS to third LeveL education

Funding for an access programme for students with disabilities was cut by 20% in universities in 2012. 
This fund is not available to part-time students or students in further education. 

recoMMendation
the nai is calling on the government to reverse this cut in the upcoming budget. 

houSing SuPPortS

iMPLeMentation of aSSiSted deciSion MaKing LegiSLation

education SuPPortS



In May 2013, the Irish Government, in hosting the EU Commission Conference Healthy Brain Healthy Europe, 
recognised the challenge of neurological disease and the need to prioritise research, prevention and treatment 
of these conditions through national healthcare strategies. 

There is a critical need for the Government to honour this commitment to people with neurological conditions 
in the coming budget through the steps it can take to promote the development of services, protect existing 
supports and reverse the damage to the community infrastructure for people with neurological disability. 

concLuSion

acquired Brain injury ireland
alzheimer Society of ireland

aware
epilepsy ireland
cheshire ireland

chronic Pain ireland
dystonia ireland
enable ireland

epilepsy care foundation
headway

huntington’s disease association of ireland
irish heart foundation

irish hospice foundation
irish Motor neurone disease association

Meningitis research foundation
Migraine association of ireland

Move4Parkinsons
Multiple Sclerosis Society of ireland

Muscular dystrophy ireland
neurofibromatosis association of ireland

north west MS therapy centre
Parkinson’s association of ireland

Post Polio Support group
Syringomyelia Support group of ireland

Spinal injuries ireland
Spina Bifida hydrocephalus ireland

the rehab group
volunteer Stroke Scheme

MeMBer grouPS of the neuroLogicaL aLLiance of ireLand

aSSociate MeMBerS of the neuroLogicaL aLLiance of ireLand

irish Society of Physicians in geriatric Medicine
Myasthenia gravis association of ireland

Progressive Supranuclear Palsy association
irish institute of clinical neurosciences

irish association for Speech and Language therapists


