
People with Neurological 
Conditions and their families 
risk losing crucial services 
in 2016

800,000 Irish people are living with neurological conditions such 
as stroke, dementia, acquired brain injury, multiple sclerosis, 
epilepsy and Parkinson’s disease as well as rare and genetic 
conditions. 

People with neurological conditions and their families have 
no guarantee that critical services they depend on, including 
advocacy, counselling, national helplines and home support 
services, will be available after June 2016 when short term bridging 
funding to twelve neurological charities comes to an end. 

Why has this happened?

In June 2014, all twelve neurological charities funded under the 
SSNO scheme1  had their funding removed. The loss of funding 
under this scheme represents the loss of over €600,000 to already 
underfunded and underdeveloped neurological care services 
in this country. Some of the charities involved, including the 
Neurological Alliance of Ireland, are totally dependent on this 
funding and face complete closure and all will be forced to cut vital 
services. 

The Neurological Alliance of Ireland, the national umbrella for 
neurological charities has serious concerns in relation to how this 
decision was made:

1. The assessment process discriminated against health and 
disability organisations, reflecting in the feedback provided 
that these groups, representing the chronically ill and 
disabled, did not constitute disadvantage and were not 
entitled to community funding on an equal footing with other 
voluntary sector organisations. Bridging funding for the twelve 
neurological charities comes to an end in June 2016 but these 
fundamental problems with the scheme mean that these 
groups face exclusion once again. 

  1 The Scheme to Support National Organisations in the Community and Voluntary Sector (SSNO) run by the Department of the Environment,
   Community and Local Government and administered in 2014 by Pobal



2. The fact that ALL the neurological charities funded under 
the scheme had their funding removed sends a devastating 
message to people with neurological conditions and their 
families about how their needs are prioritised across Irish 
society. 

The NAI is calling for support from political representatives to 
ensure that:

1. All Government supports aimed at promoting social inclusion, 
addressing disadvantage and supporting communities should 
be equally open to voluntary organisations in the health and 
disability sector. These organisations provide a wide range 
of supports to enable people to live and participate in their 
communities which go far beyond health-related needs. 

2. Funding of neurological charities must address the huge unmet 
needs of Irish people with neurological conditions and their 
families. It is not acceptable that the crucial services provided 
by neurological charities are put at constant risk through being 
dependent on SSNO and other schemes which provide no 
guarantee of sustainability.

About the Neurological Alliance of Ireland

The Neurological Alliance of Ireland is the national umbrella of 
charities representing people with neurological conditions and 
their families. We work to promote the development of services 
and supports for all those affected by neurological conditions 
through advocacy & awareness raising, policy development and 
supporting research.

Neurological Alliance of Ireland
Coleraine House
Coleraine Street
Dublin 7
Tel: 01 8724120
E mail: naiireland@eircom.net
Web: www.nai.ie

Charity Number: CHY: 14889

Neurological Organisations 
which had SSNO funding 
removed in 2014

Neurological Alliance 
of Ireland 

Multiple Sclerosis Society 
of Ireland

Irish Heart Foundation

Migraine Association 
of Ireland

Irish Motor Neurone 
Disease Association

Huntington’s Disease 
Association of Ireland

Post Polio Support Group

Chronic Pain Ireland

Alzheimer Society of Ireland

Muscular Dystrophy Ireland

Acquired Brain Injury Ireland

Spina Bifida Hydrocephalus 
Ireland 


