
  
  

“We Need Our Heads Examined”: Campaign for Neurorehabilitation Calls for Revision of Proposed 

Plan for Neuro-rehabilitation Services  

Rehabilitation services are critical to support recovery and prevent disability for people with 

neurological conditions. There is a dire shortage of rehabilitation services throughout Ireland to 

meet the needs of the over 25,000 per year people who require them. Lack of investment in 

rehabilitation means that these people are left with preventable disability, cannot return to work 

and struggle to get basic services that would be taken for granted in other countries.  

The draft implementation plan for the National Neuro-rehabilitation Strategy, finally published in 

February 2016 four years on from the publication of the strategy in December 2011, is unfit for 

purpose and will do little or nothing to improve the lives of people with neurological conditions and 

their families. 

“We Need Our Heads Examined” is a joint campaign for neuro-rehabilitation services supported by 

fifteen organisations and led by the Neurological Alliance of Ireland (NAI).  

Support our Call for Action 

The current Programme for Government commits to “publishing a plan for advancing neuro-

rehabilitation services in the community"(page 57). 

 
What is Missing From the Plan  
 

 
What is needed 

Proposed scope of neurorehabilitation services 
is far too limited 
 
 
 

The Plan needs to  
1. Put in place a network of inpatient 

neurorehabiliation services around the 
country 

2. Establish nine community 
neurorehabilitation teams, one in each 
community health organisation  

3. Include the development of long term 
rehabilitation services in the 
community  

Lacks a dedicated budget or timeframes for 
implementation  

Dedicated funding for the plan and clear 
timeframes for its  implementation  

Lacks any proper accountability or leadership  Plan needs to include clear leadership, 
accountability and review mechanisms with 
the Minister and Department of Health 

 



We are now calling on all political representatives to advocate for immediate action by the 

Minister for Health to direct a comprehensive revision of the plan by the Department of Health 

and the Health Services Executive 

 

As an elected public representative, we wish to meet with you directly to discuss our concerns. For 

more information contact Magdalen Rogers, Development Manager, Neurological Alliance of Ireland 

at naiireland@eircom.net, 01 8724120.  

 

For information on the campaign visit http://www.nai.ie/go/campaign_centre/nai_campaigns 

 

 

The Campaign for Rehabilitation Services “We Need Our Heads Examined” is supported by the 

following organisations 
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